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Western Rite (Roman Catholic)
• Aachen Cathedral

• Archbasilica of St. John 
Latern

• Avila Cathedral

• Basilica St Denis

• Beehive Hut Monastery

• Borgund Stave Church

• Burgos Cathedral

• Cathedral of Notre Dame

• Chartres Cathedral

• Cologne Cathedral

• Duomo di Milano

• Duomo di Pisa

• Ely Cathedral

• Florence Cathedral

• Great Mosque of Cordoba

• Mont Saint-Michel

• Old Cathedral of Coimbra

• Palais Des Papes

• Palma Cathedral

• Parma Cathedral

• Reims Cathedral

• Roskilde Cathedral

• Sainte-Chapelle

• Salisbury Cathedral

• San Marcos Basilica

• Sanctuary of The Holy 
Sepulchre

• Seville Cathedral

• Siena Cathedral

• St. Nicholas Church, Ghent

• St. Vitus Cathedral



Eastern Orthodox
• Bete Giyorgis

• Cathedral of St. Dominus

• Cathedral of the Dormition 
of the Theotokos

• Cathedral of the holy 
mandylion

• Etchmiadzin Cathedral

• Rila Monastery

• Saviour Cathedral

• Sedlec Ossuary

• St. Catherine's Eastern 
Orthodox Monastery

• St. Mary's Church, Gdansk

• St. Sophia's Cathedral, Kiev

• Trinity Lavra of St. Sergius

• Voronet Monastery

Islamic
• Great Mosque of Samara

• Hagia Sofia

• Kaaba

• Temple Mount

• Ulugh Beg Madrasa

Jewish
• Alteneu Shul

• Dubrovnik Synagogue



Aachen Cathedral, 
Germany 
805 

Oldest in Northern Europe













Bust of Charlemagne 
(Reliquary Bust);
Holds his skullcap.

"...when he died in 
814, Charlemagne’s 
empire encompassed 
much of Western 
Europe, and he had 
also ensured the 
survival of 
Christianity in the 
West. Today, 
Charlemagne is 
referred to by some 
as the father of 
Europe."





Eye of God
(symbolizes 
omnipresence  
/omniscience 
of God; 
the triangle 
also 
represents 
the Trinity)

this is the  
earliest 
"Eye of God"
within a 
triangle in a 
medieval 
church



Alteneu Shul 
["Old New Synagogue"],
Prague
Completed 1270

oldest active synagogue in Europe









Prague Golem

"[...] an 
animated 
anthropo-
morphic being, 
magically 
created 
entirely from 
inanimate 
matter. [...]"

Legend has a 
famous Golem 
lying in the 
loft of the 
Altneu 
synagogue



Archbasilica of St. John Latern,
Rome
Ground broken 4th Century A.D.

"It is the oldest and ranks first 
among the five Papal Basilicas of 
the world [...] the oldest church 
in the West [...] It has the title of 
ecumenical mother church 
among Roman Catholics. "











Avila Cathedral, 
Spain 
12th Century

One of the first two gothic 
cathedrals in Spain











Basilica St. Denis, 
Paris 
1144

all but three French kings are 
entombed here  



"[Denis] was martyred [...] in connection with the 
Decian persecution of Christians, shortly after 
250 AD. Denis is said to have picked his head up 
after being decapitated, walked ten kilometres (six 
miles), while preaching a sermon of repentance the 
entire way, making him one of many cephalophores 
in hagiology."

"The site where he 
[...] actually died 
was marked by a 
small shrine that 
developed into the 
Saint Denis 
Basilica, which 
became the burial 
place for the 
kings of France."







Beehive Hut Monastery, 
Skellig Michael, Ireland
6th-8th century

Shows, "as no other site can, the 
extremes of a Christian 
monasticism characterizing much 
of North Africa, the Near East and 
Europe"

UNESCO World Heritage Site



"[...] estimated that 
no more than twelve 
monks and an abbot 
lived here at any one 
time"



Bete Giyorgis
["Church of St. George"],
Lalibela, Ethiopia
Late 12th or Early 13th Century

"... the church itself is part of the 
UNESCO World Heritage Site 
"Rock-Hewn Churches, Lalibela"







Borgund Stave Church, 
Borgund, Norway 
12th Century

"The [stave church] name derives 
from the buildings' structure of 
post and lintel construction, a 
type of timber framing where the 
load-bearing posts are called 
stafr in Old Norse and stav in 
modern Norwegian."





Roof "tiles"



Wooden "Nail" Construction





Burgos Cathedral, 
Spain 
1221

"The cathedral was declared a 
World Heritage Site by 
UNESCO..."













Cathedral of Notre Dame de Paris
1163

"The cathedral is widely considered 
to be one of the finest examples of 
French Gothic architecture, and it 
is among the largest and most well-
known church buildings in the 
world. The naturalism of its 
sculptures and stained glass are in 
contrast with earlier Romanesque 
architecture."

















Cathedral of St. Domnius
["Katedrala Sv. Duje"],
Split, Croatia
Consecrated 7th Century

"... the oldest Catholic cathedral 
in the world that remains in use in 
its original structure, without 
near-complete renovation at a 
later date."









Cathedral of the Dormition of the 
Theotokos  [e.g., the passing of the 
Virgin Mary from earthly life]
Vladimir, Russia
1160

"the 6-pillared 5-domed cathedral 
was expanded in 1185-1189 [...] 
Embracing the area of 1178 sq. 
meters, it remained the largest of 
Russian churches for the 
following 300 or 400 years."





Cathedral of the holy mandylion, 
Andronikov Monastery, 
Moscow, 1420

Named in honor of the "Mandylion:"
"the Image of Edessa was a holy 
relic consisting of a [...] cloth upon 
which a miraculous image of the 
face of Jesus was imprinted — the 
first icon ("image"). In Eastern  
Orthodoxy, and often in English, the 
image is known as the Mandylion."





Chartres Cathedral, 
France
12th Century

"By the end of the 12th century 
[Chartres] had become one of 
the most important [...] 
pilgrimage destinations 
in Europe."





















Cologne Cathedral
[In German: "Kölner Dom"]
Germany
1248

the largest Gothic church in 
Northern Europe

The largest façade of any church 
in the world 



Built in the form of 
a Latin Cross







Flying Buttresses



Flying Buttresses

"The purpose of any 
buttress is to resist 
the lateral forces 
pushing a wall 
outwards (which may 
arise from stone 
vaulted ceilings or 
from wind-loading on 
roofs) by redirecting 
them to the ground."









Dubrovnik Synagogue,
Croatia
14th Century

"the oldest Sefardic synagogue 
still in use today in the world and 
the second oldest synagogue in 
Europe"







Duomo di Milano, 
Italy
1386

"The Gothic cathedral took nearly 
six centuries to complete. It is the 
5th-largest church in the world and 
the second largest in Italy"















St Bartholomew

One of the twelve apostles

'Christian tradition has 
three stories about 
Bartholomew's death:
[...] The account of 
Bartholomew being 
skinned alive is the most 
represented in works 
of art [...]'

 



Duomo di Pisa,
Pisa, Italy
1064

"... set the model for the 
distinctive Pisan Romanesque 
style of architecture. The 
mosaics of the interior, as well 
as the pointed arches, show a 
strong Byzantine influence. [...]
[The baptistery] is the largest 
baptistery in Italy..."















Ely Cathedral,
United Kingdom
1083-1375

"Architecturally it is outstanding 
both for its scale and stylistic 
details. Having been built in a 
monumental Romanesque style, the 
galilee porch, lady chapel and choir 
were rebuilt in an exuberant 
Decorated Gothic."

















Etchmiadzin Cathedral,
Vagharshapat, Armenia
Completed 483

Oldest Cathedral in the world









Florence Cathedral,
Italy
1296-1436

"part of the UNESCO World Heritage 
Site covering the historic centre of 
Florence [...] a major attraction to 
tourists visiting the region of 
Tuscany. The basilica is one of Italy's 
largest churches, and until 
development of new structural 
materials in the modern era, the 
dome was the largest in the world."





















Solar Gnonmon (highest in the world): At the 
summer solstice, the sunlight lands in the circle. 



Great Mosque-Cathedral ["Mezquita"]
of Cordoba, Spain 
built 780; converted into a Catholic 
Church in 1236

"The structure is regarded as one of 
the most accomplished monuments of 
Moorish architecture. [...] After the 
Reconquista, it was converted to a 
Roman Catholic church, culminating 
in the insertion of a Renaissance 
cathedral nave in the 16th century."







Pillar Forest/Hypostyle Hall















Great Mosque of Samara,
Iraq
Completed 851

"The Great Mosque was [...] the 
largest mosque in the world for 
the next 400 years before it was 
destroyed [...] in the year 1278. 
The outer walls and the imposing 
52-meters minaret is all that 
remains of this once Great Mosque."









Hagia Sofia [literally 
"The Church of Holy Wisdom"],
Istanbul, Turkey
532

'[Hagia Sophia] is considered the 
epitome of Byzantine architecture 
and is said to have "changed the 
history of architecture". It 
remained the world's largest 
cathedral for nearly a thousand 
years [...]'

















"The Omphalion is [...] the location where the 
coronation of every Byzantine [...] Emperor took 
place. This is also the spot where the Emperor 
would sit & participate during church ceremonies."



Lustration Urn



Kaabah ["The Cube"],
Al-Masjid al-Haram Mosque, 
Mecca, Saudi Arabia
[Available for pilgrimage from 629]

"The Kaabah is the holiest site in 
Islam. [...] In 624 [...] the Qiblah 
(Prayer Direction) was changed 
from [the Dome of the Rock in] 
Jerusalem to the Kaabah in Mecca."





Blackstone:

Said to date
to Adam and
Eve.

"eastern
cornerstone 
of the Kaaba
[...] revered 
by Muslims 
as an Islamic 
relic [...] now
cemented 
into a silver 
frame in the 
side of the 
Kaaba [...]"





Mont Saint-Michel, 
Normandy, France
8th century

"One of France's most 
recognizable landmarks, Mont 
Saint-Michel and its bay are part 
of the UNESCO list of World 
Heritage Sites and more than 3 
million people visit it each year."











Human-Powered 
Tread wheel Crane











Old Cathedral of Coimbra
["Sé Velha de Coimbr"],
Portugal
13th Century

"... Coimbra Cathedral is the only 
one of the Portuguese Romanesque 
cathedrals from the Reconquista 
times to have survived relatively 
intact up to the present. "









Palais Des Papes, 
Avignon, France 
13th century

"one of the largest and most 
important medieval Gothic buildings 
in Europe. [...] the papal residence was 
the seat of Western Christianity 
during the 14th century." "Not only 
[...] the largest Gothic building of the 
Middle Ages, it is also one of the best 
examples of the International Gothic 
architectural style."





"... a deadlocked 
conclave finally 
elected Clement V, 
a Frenchman, as 
Pope in 1305. Clement 
declined to move to 
Rome, remaining in 
France, and in 1309 
moved his court to 
the papal enclave at 
Avignon, where it 
remained for the 
next 67 years. This 
absence from Rome
 is sometimes referred 
to as the "Babylonian 
Captivity of the 
Papacy..."







Palma Cathedral ["LA Seu"], 
Majorca, Spain
1229

"t is 121 metres long, 55 metres 
wide and its nave is 44 metres tall. 
By way of comparison, the height 
of the central nave reaches 33m 
in Notre Dame de Paris, 38m in 
Reims, 42m in Notre-Dame d'Amiens 
and 48m in Saint-Pierre de 
Beauvais, the highest of all 
Gothic cathedrals."









Parma Cathedral, 
Italy
1059

"It is an important Italian 
Romanesque cathedral: the dome, 
in particular, is decorated by a 
highly influential illusionistic 
fresco by Renaissance painter 
Antonio da Correggio."



















Reims Cathedral, 
France
1275

"[...] With the baptism of Clovis 
by Saint Remi in 498-499, the 
precedent of royal unction was 
established in the Reims Cathedral."







Rila Monastery, 
Bulgaria
927

"Founded in the 10th century, 
the Rila Monastery is regarded as 
one of Bulgaria's most important 
cultural, historical and 
architectural monuments and is a 
key tourist attraction for both 
Bulgaria and Southern Europe."





West Portico Frescos, Rila Monastery



Roskilde Cathedral, 
Zealand, Denmark
1170

"The first Gothic cathedral to be 
built of brick"











Sainte-Chapelle,
Paris
1239

"among the highest achievements 
of the Rayonnant period of Gothic 
architecture"















Salisbury Cathedral, 
Wiltshire UK
1220-1320

"one of the leading examples of 
Early English architecture [...]
The cathedral has the tallest 
church spire in the United Kingdom 
(123m/404 ft). It [...] has the best 
surviving of the four original 
copies of Magna Carta [...]"













Polychrome 
Statuary,
Salisbury 
Cathedral



San Marcos Basilica, 
Venice, Italy
1092

"... one of the best known examples 
of Italo-Byzantine architecture. [...] 
For its opulent design, gold ground 
mosaics, and its status as a symbol 
of Venetian wealth and power, 
from the 11th century on the 
building has been known by the 
nickname [...] Church of gold [...]"









"[most of
mosaics] 
use the 
traditional 
background 
of gold 
glass 
tesserae, 
creating 
the 
shimmering 
overall 
effect." 





Sanctuary of the Holy Sepulchre,
Jerusalem, reconstructed 1048

"The site is venerated as Calvary 
(Golgotha), where Jesus [...] was 
crucified, and also contains the 
place where Jesus is said to have 
been buried and resurrected [...]
for many Christians the most 
important pilgrimage destination 
since at least the 4th century [...]"

Run by Orthodox & Roman Catholics



The Imovable Ladder

"... a wooden ladder 
[...] first mentioned in 
1757 [...] has remained 
in the same exact 
location since [then]. 
The ladder is
referred to as
immovable due to an
understanding that 
no cleric of the six 
ecumenical Christian 
orders may move, 
rearrange, or alter 
any property without 
the consent of all 
six orders."







Tomb of Jesus







Vigil Lamps at the Edicule (Jesus' Tomb)



Saviour Cathedral
["Cathedral of the Transfiguration"],
Chernihiv, Ukraine
1036

"One of the oldest stone buildings in 
Ukraine and the finest extant 
monument of the medieval Chernihiv 
principality"





Sedlec Ossuary, 
Kutna Hora, Czech Republic
circa 1400

"The ossuary is estimated to 
contain the skeletons of between 
40,000 and 70,000 people, whose 
bones have in many cases been 
artistically arranged to form 
decorations and furnishings for 
the chapel. The ossuary is among 
the most visited tourist 
attractions of the Czech 
Republic"









Seville Cathedral, 
Spain
1402-1506

"After its completion in the early 
16th century, the Seville Cathedral 
supplanted Hagia Sophia as the 
largest cathedral in the world, a 
title the Byzantine church had held 
for nearly a thousand years. The 
cathedral is also the burial site of 
Christopher Columbus."















Tomb of 
christopher
Columbus



Penitents, Semana Santa de Sevilla



Siena Cathedral,
Italy
1215-1263

"The exterior and interior are 
constructed of white and greenish-
black marble in alternating stripes, 
with addition of red marble on the 
façade. Black and white are the 
symbolic colors of Siena, 
etiologically linked to black and 
white horses of the legendary city's 
founders [...]"

















St Catherine's Eastern 
Orthodox Monastery, 
Sinai, Egypt, 565

Reportedly At the Site of Moses' 
Burning Bush. "...the oldest working 
Christian monastery in the world."
"...the world's oldest continually 
operating library" with "the second 
largest collection of early codices 
and manuscripts in the world" after 
the vatican.





The Ladder of Divine
Ascent, 12th century by 
Abba John, Abbot of 
the monks of Mount 
Sinai, St Catherine's
Monastery, Sinai.

30 steps to reach 
heaven, including 
asceticism, hesychia
("peace of the soul"),
and others.

www.prudencetrue.com/images/
TheLadderofDivineAscent.pdf



St. Mary's Church,
Gdansk, Poland 
1379

"... currently the largest brick 
church in the world."















St. Nicholas' Church,
Ghent, Belgium 
13th Century









St. Sophia's Cathedral, 
Kiev, Ukraine
11th Century

"[...] an outstanding architectural 
monument of Kievan Rus'. The 
cathedral is one of the city's best 
known landmarks and the first 
patrimony on territory of Ukraine 
to be inscribed on the World 
Heritage List [...]"









St. Vitus Cathedral, 
Prague, Czech Republic
1344

"This cathedral is an excellent 
example of Gothic architecture 
and is the biggest and most 
important church in the country. 
Located within Prague Castle and 
containing the tombs of many 
Bohemian kings and Holy Roman 
Emperors [...]"









Gargoyle waterspout



Temple Mount, Jerusalem

'The Crusader period began in 1099 
with the First Crusade's capture 
of Jerusalem. After the city's 
conquest, the Crusading order 
Knights Templar was granted use 
of the Dome of the Rock on the 
Temple Mount [...]" 





Dome of the Rock





Foundation Stone/ 
Sanctum sanctorum

Holiest site in Judaism; 
closest access for non-
muslims is via the 
western wall tunnels 
beneath temple mount.

The "Well of Souls"
is said to be beneath 
the stone.

"The ciborium, a 
permanent canopy
over the altar in some 
churches [...] symbolizes 
the Holy of Holies."



Al-Aqsa Mosque (smaller silver-colored dome in 
foreground): Third holiest site in Islam



Trinity Lavra of St. Sergius, 
Sergiev Posad, Russia
1422

"From the times of St. Sergius, the 
Trinity Lavra of St. Sergius has 
been the center of Russian piety 
and nationalism."

"the most important Russian 
monastery and the spiritual 
centre of the Russian Orthodox 
Church."







Ulugh Beg Madrasa,
Samarkand, Uzbekistan
1417-1420

"Ulugh Beg was [...] notable for his 
work in astronomy-related 
mathematics, such as trigonometry 
and spherical geometry. [...] 
He ruled Uzbekistan, Tajikistan, 
Turkmenistan, Kyrgyzstan, 
southern Kazakhstan and most of 
Afghanistan for almost half a 
century from 1411 to 1449."











Voronet Monastery, 
Romania, 1488

One of the painted churches of 
Romania, it's a UNESCO World 
Heritage Site







Ω


